moonbears.org
In Hormany tor no horm

10 Dec 2013

The Minister of Environment: Mr.Yoon Seong-kyu
Ministry of environment

Government Complex Sejong, 11,

Doum6-Ro Sejong-City,

339-012,

Republic of Korea

(Tel) 82-44-201-656

RE: "A lasting solution to bear farming in Korea'

Dear Minister,

We are writing on behalf of a coalition of the worlds leading animal welfare groups to oppose in
the strongest possible terms reports that your Government plans to slaughter bears that have
been used in Korean bear farms.

We support the abolition of farming and congratulate you for that but then to slaughter the very
bears that are being farmed as a direct result of Government bear farming many years ago is
unacceptable and will attract global condemnation.

It is our view that bears well enough to survive despite the appalling treatment at the hands of
the farmers should be given the respect they deserve and be permitted to live out their remaining
days in peace in predominantly Government funded sanctuaries. China and Vietham have such
sanctuaries and they are a proven model of care. As in the case of China and Vietnam we are
also sure the Government would attract some private donations.

When the remaining bears have passed away after some peace in their life the land used for
such sanctuaries could be passed over to the community as park land. This will respect the
memory of the bears and the enlightened decision by your Government to free them and care for
them. Many groups will be ready to support your department in planning for the sanctuaries and
how they should be run.

Specifically we call on you to endorse 3 actions:

1. A proper veterinary program supervised by independent vets to determine the health of the
bears and to determine which of these are so ill as to be euthanized.

2. The remaining bears NOT to be slaughtered and placed in sanctuaries.

3. The Government to provide land and a budget for such sanctuaries both for up front capital
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and initial running costs and to work with animal welfare organisations for plans to raise ongoing
funding.

Mr Minister,

We all read with interest of Korea’s huge economy and massive reserves of capital and we hope
you can find it in your heart to divert a small fraction of this capital to bring to a peaceful
conclusion the unfortunate episode in Korea’s history of bear farming.

Sincerely yours,

G.Moon

Founder of moonbears.org

In harmony for no harm

Find out about our latest moon bear news at http://www.moonbears.org
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Sent on behalf of the following organizations:

Kum Kye-nan
International Aid for Korean Animals

Jill Robinson MBE, Dr.med.vet. h.c.
Founder & CEO
Animals Asia Foundation

Naresh Kadyan,
Representative of UN affiliated OIPA in India

Edwin Wiek | WFFT
Wildlife Friends Foundation Thailand

A E

AJ Garcia ZAMSH | K| &
CARE

SEAMNTAHYES]

ACRES
Louis Ng (MSc) Founder and Chief Executive
Animal Concern Research & Education Society

Pamela Gale Malhotra - Trustee
SAI (Save Animals Initiative) Sanctuary Trust

JAAN Director Femke den Haas
Jakarta Animal Aid Network

Else Poulsen - Bear Care Group Canada
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G.A. Bradshaw Ph.D., Ph.D.
Founder and Director, The Kerulos Center

Douglas M Richardson-Head of Living Collections
Highland Wildlife Park
The Royal Zoological Society of Scotland (RZSS)

Mandy Smith Specialist Keeper - South East Asia
Adelaide Zoo

Sophie Mason

Christmas Press

Lola Webber
Change For Animals Foundation (CFAF)
Programmes Leader

Ruke Nicolsen
Regional Engagement Project Manager — Bears in the Wild

World Society for the Protection of Animals

Kaitlyn Foley
TRAFFIC Southeast Asia

Sally Maughan
Idaho Black Bear Rehab, Inc.

Lesley Small
Senior Carnivore Keeper

Taronga Conservation Society Australia
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Individuals:

Katharine York, PhD

Assistant Professor of Biology
Southern New Hampshire University

Evelyn Kirkaldy
Slocan Park, BC
Canada

Shonna Hawkins
Barrie, ON
Canada

Rosemary Jackson
Symbiotic Solutions
HC 60 Box 2624
Haines, AK 99827
USA

Mindy Babitz, PhD
2602 Fleming St
Alexandria, VA 22306
USA
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